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ABSTRACT 

Instructional television via videotape can be a good 
source of assistance in alleviating comprehension probleas that occur 
when foreign languages are taught by the audiolingual method. 
Television can be used in language instruction in two ways: 
demonstrations to the studert or deoonstrations by the student. 
Deaonstrations to the student can provide good illustrations of the 
context, gestures, facial and nojth Bovements that naturally 
acconpany language production and reception. Visual scenes can ofton 
provide meaning to the content of the conversation. In addition, 
videotapes allow a measure of individualized instruction and can 
preserve lectures for students who missed them or want to review 
them. The principal advantage of demonstration by the student is the 
provision of feedback and evaluation of his own and his classaates* 
speech. Instructional television via videotape should certainly be 
used more than it has been in the oast. (HH) 
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ira USE IK MuGUAGE IKSTnUCTlOH 
Jaixtj Harper . 

Enph isirt on Uio J isLeaiiig and sponking sUiU.s of laui'.uap.ea resulted 
in wul'^-biM-t'id utHiiraMon of LUl- and io-3 In-ual method uf inytnictlon. 
Ilovavi^r, a coir'mon complaint about tho outcomes of the audio-litiaual class- 
room {s th.it iftudtnita ton fn-queutly learn to lulmic uounda without g/ilnlns 
an uiTd^Tstauding of the i.^enalngs. This luck of cowprehanoion is often 
ovld^nci'd by inability to use dialogue? linos in other jsequcncoii and situations 
or to resjJimd to quest ionr. which employ varyinj; combinations of vocabulary 
and structural Itoms previously atudled. Also, many .stt.denty do not use 
the Rostures and fai-inl c?:pres5ion« v?hich demonstrate co!:iprr>hcnslon of an 
idea or feoj.ing and are integral parts of the c0nT;nunIcation of that idea or 

lnntructic»nal television via videotape can be a good source of 
ar.-ji -Lance in alltiviatin.'; thesjc corr.unlcation prohJunju, Thrjro are basically 
tvu purpo.; '-5 './alch can ha served %nth vldeutapt*a: (1) dcaionstrations to 
the- stadcnc inJ (2) d:unst rat lone h^ the itudent. 

Demon :^tr,itlo".y to the student, designed to clarify the ncanini; of the 
c-Kprcsaloa;; J.^inp, studied, may be presented in sevarnl different for:nats. 
1. Drairatlzation of the core dialocuos of each unit. 

It is very helpful for sturluntfi to tihr.ervf nr. \^ell an to 
lir.ten to other people ypeahlaj', the tari'.et l.iii:;iia{;e. M.-.ui in^, 
of the uttermcer. can be p.ained from the Kottlnn, the jn'ops, 
the t.uttion.;, y»-f!Lure{; and facTi] exprens tons ni Uw pirr.Mo-!:i 
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involvod, V;atching the videotape?*! version nlno asi'iis to aid 
irt rvi^..^!!luM-inf; tluV Mut^^,.lU^.> of cVentsj hiul, thui:, dialogu? 

DraraaLiKation of similar uialogucs. 

Draiaai i/:.}t Ions of ctmversat Ions aiail*ir to that of the core 
dialogue cons|>o«ed of fatjtliiar vocabulary and structural itens 
give students the opportunity to practice and improve their 
listening conprtfhension skill. Such videotapes can be used 
as scTr-cval nation devices for students to test their listening 
ability. Dialosues of this type have proven to be favorites 
and the nost frequently utilised by many students.^ 
Prununcintion instruction and practice. 

Students in large clapaes often are not close enough to 
the instructor to SfC tin: shaping of the mouth for an utterance 
or to hear clearly the sound. Videotaped close-ups of a 
person's mouth and face as the sounds arc nade allow each student 
to see and haar the production of each Lound. 
Core lectures cm structures being presented. 

KxpInnaLitm of t;tructure is needed at varying tlnias and in 
varyfrsg amounts by languar. . students. Some attend all class 
sessions alertly and easily grasp and use proper p.ranmar and 
syntax; others are often abi.ftnt or abr.cnt-nlnd. d; ilJness or 
personal conf licts necessitate ocv.nMonal absences by most. Sons 
studorttM reqiifre little cxplauatioa for undcM-fitntidin^r. others 
ne./d repi-ated explainiiiK nnd L-::ns.\p\ar. , Tn addition, the ftuJcnts 
in a grtnip luiy U:\vi- very cUffmnit hackc^round'T as to kind rnd 



rvccntut!:;:; uf previous forelf^u languaiV oHicricacc. Battle 
expJanntiiuw t>C sLructuinl oteTnuuts wiilt GKamulea <draiBatir.c»d 
nnd/iir iv'rfttr^u) can he recorded oato vliloota|i«* no tJiat any 
£;tiiUi^nt my use or rcvluv the material A^lwuevor desired. 

Some ytudc^nts C'l^rprcsd a nocJ to observe groupa in sesaion^ 
ns indlcdited by persons vlio request to audit a course before 
or- while taking one for credit. This need can be met with 
videotapes of class meetings or of staged teachcr-led in- 
teraction sessions with students similar in design to regular 
class activities* 

6. Presentations of cultural in£on»ation» 

Currently there is increasing emphasis on the development 
of awareness of and Interest in culture as vmll as language^r 
VldccCajv^^s c: real /. ones or of dramatizations of situations 
and converr^nticna can be used to teach cultural elements as 
ran videotaped lortur-.t?; about a wide range of topics such as 
art, r.uiUc, education, history, politics, etc , 

7, Ciiost Ircturo.rs ard p^^rformers, 

Vidcota^jc can record ftpcralicr;^ or perforriers vfao are at the 
school, ill the coir.ir.unity, at a neighboring university, or any- 
where once can obtain pcriiiisslon to make the recording. These 
tapes will mike It possible for r;tudents who could not go to 
the performance to see it at another time?. Also, students have 
an opportunity to watch and listen, to arjk quest Ions abotit points 
that th'»y did not U!?c!or.st4in<^l , then to viev; thr* tape nnaln. If 
the vhicH>tapes nrc^ i*»awd, fjtud'ints taking courser, one year can 
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Jiff p-'f formimcef; from «c*v<-rnl dirfercnt yonrr,. 
8. i'i\if,ran<-i _f I'twi network t-.;1cvi« ion. 

l'J--op,r.in!o af Lt-d on netvcvrk television statipnp can bii 
rceordcJ onto vitltiotape*. Theae prusratn^ can be edited with 
inserts of introduction nnd explanation by the instructor for 

. . , . , later use with students. Also, permission can somstiaes be 

pl^tained for school use of complete progrnta^. 

Tn ull of these formta of videotape utilization, the student plays 
a ratlier passive role - observing, listening, perhaps notating a finished 
product. In the other type of activity, demonstration h)[^ the student, 
the stu;:'3at himself is involved in the production of the tape. There are 
tx;o pri-->.ry rc^asoas for videotaping, by student? * {1} the production of a 
tape to be kept for use hy other students and (2) f:he production of a tape for 
pi;r;;c:?:!l i;alf~cvalurttlon by the student. 

Student;: may take active roles in the production of videotapes in any 
of the ::iort.M.Kintioned cntcgories. The realiaatiou that their efforts will 
be vic^;*".! by their peers and by other students in later yaars usually gives them 
tlie ir.contive to perform v/ull. In one experiment the Inngugge skills of 
ihi ?:-.if'cnts involvfd in naking videotapes of dialogues (as reflected in 

m 

th2lz courtJv grades) developed at a mare rapid rate and to n grentcr degree 

::rL)f ici^nicy than did the language fjkills of tho students using tha tapes 

2 

of thotr ln!:»truf:tional models. 

V:,!:'v)t'7pinj^ can also be used by ntudcnto for thflr own sclf-cvalwation. 
^ r h:vfn^; practlctid pronunciation of th^^ core dlnlofjnc individually with 
lap'/'i, a Br.jll srotip of fituJenLn can perform the dlrjlojxiu: In front uf 



the caniern:">, rticordliiij tlioir pevIori?ancc onto videotape. Tliey can thsn view 
th^* tape innurd lately, ll.^ttinlng to tholr prunnnciat Jon, iiitottntioa and rhythm, 
ob^crviUK thair gesturer> aiUr express ious, an J comp^^ performance 
i.'ith the inHtrurtlonat vidcotaptv of the cure dialogue* The process can be done 
repeatedly, re-recordin^i on the sar.^ tape us dtieired. 

Videotapes can be effecciyc teaching/learnln|? devices iti a niunber of 
inKtructtoual settings. In class they are helpful in introducing new dialogued 
and In reviewing those previously studied. In snall^group interaction sessions 
they can be used to present the topic for the conversation of each meeting. 
Peer tutors can revlet; the structure and vocabulary limits of a given laodulc 
before a tutoring session. The tapes can be a constantly available source of 
input for individual students. 

Many colleges and schools have videotape production and/or playback 

faciliclen which are little used c'uj to lack of imagination or willingness 
oi instructors to invest time in Icnrning appropriate uses. The added 
variety and improved student per forr^ance, possible results of videotape 
utiii::ittlOii, could enhance the image of foreign language classes and has 
resulted in increased enrollments. 



NOVKS 



BEST C05^SV-!'P''"1 



lUla dravjii frtira coEipulerLafd r.ruaoat of utlli;5ation recortls of laboratory 
cnri.vl;i mul i '..itt»rlais in Ocal Rt^aponsc Laboratory and l.£>iirning Hall , Kortlicaat 
Cnuipus, Tnrrnut County Junior Collef.c, Hurst, Texas, 1973. 



Dnta drmm from records of atudenta of French on Northeast Campus, Tarraat 
County Junior Coliegn, 1970, 
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